Languages 

I confess to a limitation here: I am more familiar with Spanish (and Latin.Yeah, I know but I don’t think there’s a Latin word for nerd) so I will use Spanish for my examples.

There are two important areas of concern: conjugation of verbs and vocabulary.

Verb conjugations

As soon as you are introduced to a new verb tense, memorize the endings. I like using color and charts to do this. Let’s start with a present tense, first conjugation verb: hablar which means to speak.

Hablar is the infinitive form of the word speak and you create other forms of the word by changing its endings. So, let’s conjugate hablar in the present tense:

hablo
= I speak; I am speaking

hablamos = we speak; we are speaking

hablas
= you speak; you are …

hablaís = you (more than 1 person) speak;           






   you are speaking











habla =   he speaks; he is …


hablan = they speak; they are …

               she speaks; she is …

               it speaks;  it is …

In order to make things pop, use a really different color for the endings, let’s say bright green.  So, make a chart like the one above with the habl part in black and the endings, o, as, a, amos, aís, and an in bright green. 

As soon as a new verb is presented, make your conjugation chart and memorize it.  This is especially true for irregular verbs, like salir ( becomes salgo not salo)   Just so we don’t get color crazy it might be a good idea to use color on the irregular verbs only for the parts that are irregular.   So, in the salgo ex., only the g gets the spiffy color ( spiffy =  an old fashioned word meaning really good).

Before we move away from verb endings, it might be helpful to compare them to some familiar things in our lives.  

Let’s take a basic recipe for white sauce.  The main ingredients are flour and milk.  Heating these two ingredients (in the proper proportions: 2 cups milk; 2 tablespoons flour) creates a basic white sauce. If I add 2 oz. of cheddar cheese & 1 teas. salt, I have cheese sauce. Or, if I add ¼ c. chocolate syrup & ½ c. sugar it gives me chocolate pudding.  See, there is magic everywhere!  In languages, adding ingredients, like endings, changes the recipe, in this instance, what we want to convey to others. 

I like having fun while I work and little thoughts like the one above help me to make what I’m struggling with more meaningful 
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Vocabulary

Like your English vocabulary, you just have to memorize the words.  Don’t worry that there are masculine and feminine nouns, pronouns, etc. We have them in English, too, but we just don’t call as much attention to it.  And you can use the same time technique, i.e., how many words, how many days till the quiz etc. Just try to create the habit of keeping to a schedule.  (see the English section for how this works.)  

· As soon as you are assigned a new set of vocabulary words, learn them.  On your own, make up easy sentences with them using verbs and adjectives, etc. that you already know or are learning.  Let’s say you know the words for cat, dog, speak, write, white, black, yellow.  Today your teacher gives your words about your home or su casa.   You could create a sentence like:  Mi blanco gato está en mi amarillo casa (My white cat is in my yellow house). 

· Have a language study buddy and practice speaking/writing to each other. This is an especially good when you are prepping for a quiz/test. 

· This next little hint is for those students who just CANNOT memorize GAZILLIONS of “funny, foreign words!”  You are not alone. This is for you.

Usually, you are taught vocabulary through specific categories, e.g., articles of clothing, sports & sporting equipment, things in a hospital, etc.

1. It would be good to make a list of from 4 to 6 nouns from each section and commit them to memory.  

2. Also, there are usually idiomatic phrases ( you know, those phrases that make absolutely no sense if you translate them as they are written) and you should memorize the one or two that seem to be used most often in this category.

3. Memorize a verb or two that works well with the category.  For example, if the category is hospitals then verbs like to bleed, to stop the bleeding, to be ill would be useful.  Just choose a couple and practice.

*** This shortened vocabulary list may help you pass; but, there is a caution here: a limited vocabulary CANNOT help you to attack a lengthy translation effectively. To be able to translate either way you need a larger vocabulary.   So, maybe once you’ve got a rhythm going, you might want to spend ½ hour on the weekend adding to your vocabulary lists. ***

· With or without a buddy, practice speaking aloud as often as you do your homework or study.  This practice will help you really understand your teacher when he/she speaks only in the language.  Remember, too, there is usually a listening component to foreign language Regents exams. 
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