ADDENDA

There are a few other little hints you may want to use.

· Most of us try to take notes during class. Checking them over each night and fixing them is always a good idea. This is especially true if you cannot keep up with the teacher’s lecture. Just jot down key words or phrases as best you can.  That evening, take out your textbook and fill in what you missed.

· Develop your own shorthand. For example:




+ If you are working on George Washington’s presidency let GW stand for

                                       George Washington.  Or the Industrial Revolution becomes IR; sedimentary

                                       rock becomes sedR.




+ Use math symbols to replace words:  = stands for is, was, is like …




   or,  The British had  > ships that the Americans.  The > stands for more or 

                                                 many more.

· After you have written your foreign language composition (on scrap paper – a very good study skill), go beckoner it and find better synonyms for a few of your nouns; or, add an adjective or adverb to punch it up. Then, rewrite on good paper.  The two or three minutes you spend on this will make an OK composition look very good. 

· Use some of your English vocabulary words in your other classes – writing Social Studies essays, for example. Those words will become your language.  People who give seminars to adult job-seekers tell them that how they dress and how they speak make all the difference.

· If you have one or two subjects that really frustrate you, make a decision to take those textbooks and notes home with you on the weekends even if you have NO homework in them.  Remember that carved out time we mentioned? Use a chunk to go over some part of the past week’s work – maybe having someone ask you the chapter questions.  Mark the one you are shaky on or just don’t know and learn them now.  A solid ½  hour could save you major grief on THE TEST

· Try to keep Friday evenings for yourself BUT still get to bed at a reasonable hour – no, not 3 am …

· Mapping: here’s an example. Let’s say you are studying Egypt. The chapter is divided into subheadings: geography, government, culture, economy.  Your “map” would look like this:
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